Sunday School Lesson May 3, 2020 

Subject: Encourage 
The Point: Encouragement strengthens relationships.  

The Passage: Acts 9:26-28; 11:21-26 

Study The Bible: Acts 9:26-28
1). Encourage  Acceptance. 

 26. When he arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, since they did not believe he was a disciple. 
27. Barnabas, however, took him and brought him to the apostles and explained to them how Saul had seen the Lord on the road and that the Lord had talked to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 
28. Saul was coming and going with them in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.

Some Lasting truths in Acts 9:26-28
· Past reputations can hinder our acceptance by believers.
· Christians need the encouragement of other Christians.
· Christians need to work together to spread the gospel. 

Acts 11:21-24
2). Encourage Growth

21. The Lord’s hand was with them and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. 
22. New about them reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnaba to travel as far as Antioch. 
23. When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged all of them to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts,
24. for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And large numbers of people were added to the Lord. 

Some Lasting truths in Acts 11:21-24
· Church growth occurs when God has His hand on His church.
· The gospel is for all people – regardless of nationality, race, or language.
· God’s grace is made evident through the attitudes of believers.
· We can rejoice in the growth of God’s Kingdom through His church.

Acts 11:25-26 
3). Encourage Service
25. Then he went to Tarsus to search for Saul,
26. and when he found him he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers. The disciples were first called Christians at Antioch. 

Some Lasting truths in Acts 11:25-26 
· We often serve our churches best by encouraging others to serve.
· Serving might also involve going out of our way to find the best teachers and leaders for the situation. 
· Teaching and training others can take a substantial investment of our time.
· We can wear the name Christian proudly as we seek to serve Christ by serving others.

