Sunday School Lesson May 10, 2020
Subject: Forgive
The Point: Forgiveness restores and strengthens relationships. 
The Passages: Matthew 18:21-28, 32-33
Study The Bible: Matthew 18:21-22
1). Forgive… and Keep Forgiving
21. Then Peter approached him and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? As many as seven times?” 
22. “I tell you, not as many as seven,” Jesus replied, but seventy times seven.
Lasting truths from Matthew 18:21-22
· It is our personal responsibility to forgive a brother who sins against us and asks for our forgiveness.
· We should not count the times a brother sins against us and we forgive him.
· There should be no limit to the number of times we forgive a brother. 

Matthew 18:23-27
2). Remember that God Forgave You.
23. For this reason, the kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.
24. When he began to settle accounts, one who owed ten thousand talents was brought before him.
25. Since he did not have the money to pay it back, his master commanded that he, his wife, his children, and everything he had be sold to pay the debt.
26. “At this, the servant fell facedown before him and said, be patient with me, and I will pay you everything.”
27. Then the master of that servant had compassion, released him, and forgave him the loan.

Lasting truths from Matthew 18:23-27
· Our sin debt is more than we can possibly repay.
· When we understand the penalty of our sin debt, we can only fall down and beg God’s forgiveness.
· God is always willing to forgive us when we come to Him with a contrite heart. 

Matthew 18:28, 32-33
3). Forgive Because God Forgave You.
28. That servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him, started choking him, and said, ‘Pay what you owe!’…………. 
32. Then, after he had summoned him, his master said to him, You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 
33. Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?
Lasting truths from Matthew 18:28, 32-33
· Oftentimes we do not treat others with the same mercy with which God has treated us. 
· To fail to treat others with the same mercy with which God has treated us is wicked.
· Those who have experienced a great mercy from God should be the first to show others mercy. 

